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Introduction to St. Matthew

Two thoughts have been prominent in writing these Lessons
on St. Matthew’s Gospel. It may be well to indicate them here.

I

The first is the thought of Christ’s “Kingdom of God” as a
sort of colony of Heaven down here on earth. A leading idea of
ancient Rome was that of the founding of colonies throughout
the world, whose laws should be the laws of Rome, and whose
citizens should have the same duties and privileges as the
citizens of the Imperial City. An idea something like this runs
through the New Testament references to the founding of the
“Kingdom of God,” and especially in St. Matthew’s Gospel, which
is preéminently the “Gospel of the Kingdom.” These Lessons on
St. Matthew are, therefore, written with the central thought that
our Lord’s aim for His “Kingdom” was that it should be a sort
of “colony” of Heaven to be founded on earth—a colony whose
laws should be the laws of Heaven, whose subjects should be
obedient to the authority of Heaven’s King, and whose future
should be in the perfect Kingdom of Heaven above.

Try to carry on this thought, which will be suggested to
you all through by the titles of the Lessons. The children can
easily be taught to get hold of it. Think of the Roman colony
at Philippi, whose citizens so identified themselves with the
far-off Imperial City, rejecting “customs not lawful for us to
receive or to observe, being Romans” (Acts xvi. 21). Think of St.
Paul’s teaching about the colony of the Kingdom of Heaven to
these same Philippians, so proud of being citizens of Imperial
Rome—*Our citizenship is in Heaven” (Philippians iii. 20, R.V.).
Try to press on the children this thought of the Kingdom of God
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2 Saint Matthew

on earth as a colony of Heaven. There are “customs not lawful
for us to receive or observe, being members of the Kingdom
of God” Try to teach them the real, practical religion implied
in being members of that Kingdom. The thought is worked out
more fully in Lesson III.

II

The second thought is this: that in order that the children
may learn to love and trust our blessed Lord, it is above all
things necessary that they should get to KNOW HIM—to become
acquainted with Him in the same sense as one gets to know and
become acquainted with a human friend. It is little use to tell
them of the duty of loving or trusting Him. We can never love
or trust anybody as a duty. We have learned to trust our dear-
est friends simply by knowing them, by letting their character
reveal itself till we could no longer withhold our trust. That is
the only way of learning to love or trust anybody, God or man.

Therefore must it be the prominent object in teaching the
Gospel story that the child should insensibly be “acquaint-
ing himself with God,” learning God’s character, getting into
touch with the heart of Jesus Christ. The events of the history,
however interesting, must never obscure this. The purpose of
every lesson must be to show His tenderness, His unselfish-
ness, His patience, His love; taking care, in the proper places,
to emphasize also His sterner side: His anger at hypocrisy; His
indignant championship of the little ones; His sensitiveness to
pain, and yet His calm courage in facing pain for others’ sake.

Do not worry the child with demands for admiration of
these qualities. Do not keep telling him that he ought to love
and admire, etc. Only pray for grace to present the Christ-
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character aright. Have faith in the power of that character to
win all you desire.

Which of us has not often prayed for more love and trust
in Christ, and more enthusiasm about Him? We know that we
could love—aye, love enthusiastically—such a man if He lived
in our midst to-day, and IF WE KNEW HIM intimately, as we
know our closest friend. Therefore, surely, the highest thing
we can do for the children is to help them to know Him while
their hearts are young and susceptible. It is the only thing that
matters much—thus knowing Christ. It is good to know obscure
prophecies, and understand Bible difficulties, and good to
have clear views about many theological dogmas; but all are
of minor importance to the great object of the study of the
Bible—to “KNOW THEE, the only true God, and Jesus Christ,
whom Thou hast sent.”






LESSON I

The Coming of the King

ST. MATTHEW 1. 18 TO END, AND II.

Take care to begin solemnly with the thought of Christ’s
Godhead and pre-existence. Divide the Lesson, for clearness,
into four sections, as indicated. Show the class in Bible that
section i. 18-25 is about the Miraculous Birth; the next (ii. 1-12)
about the visit of Wise Men; and so on.

1. THE PREPARATION

The most interesting and wonderful story in the world. But
to keep up its interest and its wonder, two things are neces-
sary. (1) We must exert our imaginations to picture vividly the
scenes, and try to live in them, as it were, so as to escape the
deadness which comes from knowing the story already. (2) But
also we must take care in our vivid picturing not to become too
familiar, not to think of “the Boy Jesus” as lightly as we should
think of a boy in the next street. We must remind ourselves of
His being God, and of the solemn meaning of the Miraculous
Birth—God becoming manifest in the flesh.

If writing your life, what first? Birth. Yes, that is beginning of
you. Is that so of our Lord? (John xvii. 5.) Millions of ages before
the world was—so far back that brain reels at the thought—still
He was there. He was God. Was He at Creation? John i. 1-3. And
at the sad Fall which we thought of recently? Was He sorry? Then
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6 Saint Matthew

began His promises that He would come and help up the poor
world again. First promise? Genesis iii. 15. Explain. Then tell me
any of the promises to Abraham which we had lately? (Genesis
xii. 2, 3; xxii. 15-18; xxviii. 14, etc.); to David? (Psalms ii. 6; xlv. 3,
4; Ixii.); to Isaiah? (ix. 6, 7; xxxii. 1); to other prophets? (Jeremiah
xxiii. 5, 6; Micah v. 2-5; Daniel ii. 44; Zechariah ix. 9, etc.). Only
time just to remind of them. So for thousands of years the world
went on, and still He did not come. But the world was waiting.
And God was preparing all the time, watching the world, get-
ting all things ready. At last “fulness of time come” (Galatians iv.
4), when our story to-day begins. All the separate little nations
welded into one great Roman empire, with its one language; with
its splendid roads reaching everywhere from Rome; with the
people getting worse and more in need of the Christ. Everything
ready for founding of His Kingdom. And people seemed to feel
that the King must be coming. Everywhere amongst the Jews
an excited expectancy (see Luke ii. 25, 26, 38; Acts xxvi. 7, etc.).
And even some of the learned heathen, too, looking forward in
a puzzled way to the coming of some great One. Then opens
St. Matthew’s story in ch. i. 18-25, told to emphasize that Christ
was not of human birth.

2. THE MiracuLous COMING

Simple, beautiful story. A betrothed couple in a country vil-
lage of Nazareth. Ever see a village carpenter’s shop? Where?
Describe? Like that, a village workshop in the Nazareth street,
and a strong, broad-shouldered carpenter working at his bench
with saw and hammer and chisel, making tables and chairs, and
ploughs and cattle-yokes for the country-people. Working hard
and joyfully to prepare a new home. Why? Engaged to be mar-
ried soon. To whom? Living in the other end of the village with
her mother, working in the house, making bread, and spinning,
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and drawing water from the well with other village girls in the
evenings. Don't you think she was very beautiful? At any rate,
surely beautiful in soul, gentle and modest, loving and religious.

And Joseph the carpenter loved her dearly. I think he was
older than she was, and he was very tender to her, and liked
to watch her passing, and liked to think of the little home he
was making for her. And it must have been pleasant to her to
meet him, and to hear him talk of all his brave hopes and plans
for their future. I think, too, they cared so much for religion
that they often talked of God’s promise of the Messiah. And I
can imagine the girl going home after her talks, and kneeling
down at her bedside to pray for God’s blessing on her lover’s
life and her own. Little she dreamed how wonderful would be
the answer.

Then came a day that she could never forget.

One day, just before St. Matthew’s story begins—perhaps at
prayer—suddenly a wonderful visitor. Who? (Luke i. 26.) What
did he announce? Think of the awe, and astonishment, and
trembling joy. She to be the mother of the Messiah that all the
nation hoped for. Fancy her excitement! Wanting to tell some-
one. Whom did she tell? (Luke i. 39.) Perhaps the angel did not
wish her to tell Joseph, and that she had to carry her secret
in her own wondering heart, only talking of it to God in her
prayers. By-and-by God revealed it to Joseph. How? Very joyful
and comforting, but surely very solemn too. Messiah coming.
Emmanuel—God with us. And this stupendous miracle should
be through his affianced wife. He was to take her home, and live
in reverent awe with her, and be God’s guardian for the little
Child when born. What was he to call Him? Why? (v. 21.) Yes.
Not merely save from pain, or unhappiness, or hell-fire—that,
too—but, most important of all, “from their sins.” With God
that is more important than all the rest. Therefore, how can
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one know whether he is being saved by Lord Jesus? If he sees
that he is getting help to conquer meanness, and selfishness,
and badness of every kind, and to grow noble, and strong, and
unselfish, and lovable—then he sees he is being saved. That is
God’s meaning of salvation. Will He do that for anybody who
comes? That was what He came for. “Him that cometh unto Me
I will in no wise cast out”

You remember St. Luke’s story of the birthday of our Lord
(Luke ii.). Angels again. It seems heaven so overflowing with joyful
excitement that the angels could not keep still. Joy for what?
God’s generous love to poor men and women who had sinned.
Do angels care? (Luke xv. 10.) I suppose these angels had seen
the Creation, and grieved over the Fall; and then watched and
waited all these centuries, never growing older. Now the joy of
telling of God’s generous goodness to the shepherds watching
in the fields.

3. THE WiISE MEN FROM THE EAST

Some other people watching hundreds of miles away in the
East that night? Perhaps in Daniel’s far-off land of Chaldea. “Wise
Men,” magi—astronomers, like Daniel. What did they see? We
really know nothing further about this star; must have been
some miraculous light low down, since no ordinary star could
point out a house. All we know is that God in some way taught
these wise astronomers about the coming Messiah, and then,
since they were eager to find Him, guided them by this star.
Perhaps they lived in Daniel’s country, or Balaam’s country, and
knew their prophecies; or, perhaps, Jews living there told them
of the expected Messiah.

At any rate, they heard of Him, and were eager to find Him;
and so God revealed, as He always does to eager souls, how
to find Him. They were heathens, Gentiles—not Jews. Is it not
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nice to learn that God was teaching heathens and Gentiles,
while the Jews thought He only cared for themselves? The Jews
always thought that. In Old Testament they thought that God
cared nothing about Canaanites or Ninevites, or any heathen.
Yet you remember, God had Melchizedek amongst Canaanites;
and Jethro, and Balaam, and Job, and Jonah were His teachers
of religion to other heathen races. Christian people sometimes
think like Jews; but it is wrong. God is Father of all—Christ is
Brother of all; and “in every nation he that feareth God and
worketh righteousness is acceptable unto Him.” That is why
God is so desirous that we should bring the light of the Gospel
to the poor heathen, whom He is watching over with as much
care as He watches over us.

So they came. Away, away, over mountains and deserts, on
their camels, with the rich, barbaric trappings, and bearing their
costly gifts. Remember pictures of them on Christmas cards—
three kings: Gaspar, Melchior, Balthazar. Cologne Cathedral
claims to have their tombs and their skulls; but really nobody
knows anything of them except what this chapter tells. At last,
after long weeks or months, they arrive at Jerusalem. Imagine
them, with their jingling trappings and foreign appearance,
riding in and asking everyone they met—what? I suppose they
expected to see banners, and rejoicing, and illuminations every-
where, and all men talking of the young King. Was it so? No;
though they had the prophecies of Scripture, and professed to
expect Him, no one seemed to care. Like many to-day. Imagine
poor blacks coming eagerly to you, as you leave Sunday school
to-day, asking you about the good news of Christ. Should you
tell them with joy, or should you be puzzled or indifferent? Why
so? Is not there good news about Christ? Do you know it? Are
you glad? These Jerusalem Bible-readers stared, and wondered,
and chattered, and crowded around the strangers till they must
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have grown quite discouraged about their quest. At last Herod,
in his white palace, heard of it. Was he glad? Why? What did he
do? What did the priests and scribes tell him? What prophet
wrote it? Then Herod thought of a very clever, crooked trick.
What? Wise men, not accustomed to meanness and scheming,
did not see the trick; thought Herod a very good, kind king. What
questions did he ask? Why? So he sent them away with kind
words, and they promised what? What was his object? What an
utter fool that old king was! What a fool everybody is who tries
to oppose God! Could all the kings of the world put together
do it? Like so many little children opposing an express train.

Tell me rest of the story of the Wise Men. Yes. God guided
them, and rewarded all their faith and all their exertions; and
they found the Lord Jesus, and worshipped Him. That is always
result of earnest seeking. How did they show their devotion
to Him? Yes. Gave Him the best and costliest things they had.
They were the first Gentiles who found the Lord. We are the
later Gentiles finding Him. How must we show our devotion?
Same way. Offer what? The best we have—of money, of brains, of
strength, of influence, etc. No real worship of Him except thus.
All else is mockery. On what Church festival do we celebrate
this visit of Wise Men?

4. Tue HoLy INNOCENTS
How did Herod’s trick succeed? (ii. 12.) Was he vexed? Yes,
and frightened. Thought they must be plotting for the new king.
But he thought of another way to destroy Christ? Yes. Fancy the
officer getting such a brutal order—how he would hate the old
tyrant who had already killed his own queen and three sons. Yet
he obeyed, called out the soldiers, and sent them to Bethlehem.
Think of the little village children running to meet them, and
looking at their gay dresses and beautiful horses. Surely some
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of the soldiers must have hated the terrible task. That night the
whole village was in uproar—mothers shrieking and grappling
with the murderers, and the poor little dead and dying boys!
lying in the streets. And little use it was to that cruel old wretch
who ordered it to save his throne. For the Babe Jesus was safe,
in spite of it all. Where? How? And in a few weeks Herod was
dead himself, and summoned before his God. He thought him-
self wise and clever. Was he? Was it worth while doing all this
wickedness? Is it ever worth while doing wickedness? What
would have been the truest wisdom for Herod? To follow the
little promptings of good that God sends to all men, even to
him—to try to be unselfish and loving, and make others happy,
and never mind about himself or his throne. That is always the
truest wisdom. Always keep “never minding” about yourself,
and following highest and most unselfish instincts. Then you
are surely on God’s side, and all will be well.

Think of the poor little boys—the first who ever died for
Jesus’ sake. They did not know; but surely God did not on that
account let them lose by it. There is a beautiful picture of the
Triumph of the Innocents, where these little children of Beth-
lehem, after their death, are pictured, wreathed and twined in
beautiful flowers, crowding round the Child Jesus as He was
carried away into Egypt; and Jesus is stretching out His little
hands to them in glad, loving welcome. It is only a painter’s
fancy. But it teaches surely what is true of every child who dies
for the Lord Jesus, like the poor black boys in Uganda a few
years since, and of every child, too, who lives for Jesus, as you,
[ trust, are going to do.

1 (Ch. ii. 16.) All the "male children" (see RV.). So the massacre would not
be a very great one. Not many boys under two in Bethlehem.



LESSON II

HOW THE KING WAS CROWNED,
AND WENT FORTH TO BATTLE,

St. MarTHEW III. AND IV. TO V. 12.

1. CHILDHOOD AND YOUTH

Remind briefly of last Sunday’s story. How old was the Lord
Jesus then? How old in to-day’s story? (Luke iii. 23.) Notice briefly
what happened meantime. How the little Child grew up, child-
like, natural, like the others, only more brave and unselfish and
lovable. How He played with the other village children in the
marketplace. When He was a grown man, He thinks of one of the
old games—a sort of “weddings and funerals” game (Matthew
xi. 16, 17). How He was obedient and helpful at home (Luke ii.
51). How He went to village school, and sat on the floor with all
the others, and learned whole pages of the Bible by heart. That
was the usual lesson-book. Interesting scene in Longfellow’s
Golden Legend, the Rabbi ben-Israel’s school:—

“Come hither, Judas Iscariot,
Say if thy lesson thou hast got
* * *

Now little Jesus, the carpenter’s Son,
Let us see how Thy task is done,” etc.

How at twelve years old He went up to Passover (Luke ii. 42),
probably met His cousin John, and sat with him at Passover
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feast, where the youngest child—perhaps Himself—had to say
the words, “What mean ye by this service?” and the oldest man
arose to explain, “It is the sacrifice of the Lord’s Passover,” etc.
(Exodus xii. 27). Don't you think great thoughts would begin to
stir in the Child as He wondered about that Passover, which for
all these centuries had pointed to Himself—as He saw the Holy
City and the white-robed priests and choirboys, and bowed low
in the grand cathedral worship of the Temple? How He came
back and was bound to Joseph’s trade; and when Joseph died,
He had to support His widowed mother, and became known
as “Jesus the carpenter,” to whom the country-people came to
buy chairs and boxes and cattle-yokes, as they did to Joseph
before. I like to think of His having to work, and buy, and sell,
like ordinary men, making all work and trade holy. But all the
while the great thoughts were deepening—the Divine passion
for helping others and sacrificing Himself. How troubled and
perplexed He would be about the sick and cripples, and espe-
cially the wicked—cruel, selfish boys, and girls, and men!

And the clergy and teachers not much good. Not teaching
love and self-sacrifice, but mumbling old, tedious rules, and
fighting over little theological differences, and “not touching
with one of their fingers” the people’s burdens of body, and
heart, and brain. I can fancy all the pain in His heart, and the
furrows on His face, as He got older. I can fancy the lonely boy
stealing out at night into the hills to unburden His heart, and
pray for God’s blessing on the poor world, and how Mary would
wonder as she saw Him come in with the strange, earnest light
in His eyes.

But He had to restrain Himself till His time was come that
He should go forth to help for all eternity the world’s troubles,
by founding His “Kingdom of God” for the blessing of men.
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2. THE HERALD OF THE KING

Now we come to story of to-day. Jesus is thirty years old,
and all the country is ringing with the rumour about His cousin
John. The Nazareth people coming to the workshop can talk of
nothing else. “A great prophet.” “Elijah come back”” “All the people
crowding to him,” etc. For hundreds of years no prophet. No
wonder they ask: “Is God coming back as of old?” “Is Messiah
coming?” “Why this prophet now?” Could you answer them?
(Luke i. 76.) What prophecy did John quote? (Matthew iii. 3.) He
was to prepare the way for Christ—the voice crying before the
King, like the Eastern herald that ran before the royal proces-
sion, calling out, “The King! the King!”

Our Lord must have felt now that He can stay no longer. His
time is come. Patiently for thirty years He had waited. Now the
Divine longing must have its way. He must go out to lift up the
poor world. So one day, in His simple dress, He suddenly appears
in the crowd listening to John at Jordan. Describe scene before
Him. What was John like? The crowd? Listening, do you think?
Ah! they had to listen there. Whenever a great soul like that, full
of enthusiasm for his message, thinking not of advancement or
praise, or fine clothes, giving up everything in his eager excite-
ment to rouse men to righteousness—people can't help listening.
What else were they doing? (v. 6.) How our Lord’s heart must
have been throbbing as He watched the preacher! Very gentle
preacher, was he? Some of the great rulers and teachers came.
Did he speak more gently to them because they were great
people? (v. 7.) Did he turn them off? No. But insists on what?
(v. 8.) Yes; righteousness, reality. No talk about their feelings
or religious notions, nor their belonging to Jewish Church. No,
said John, the righteous life is the one supreme thing. Be real,
be earnest, be true. Bring forth good fruit, or else what? Don't
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you think John was an awkward sort of preacher for hypocrites,
and humbugs, and sentimental talkers about religion?

John'’s two great subjects? (vv. 2, 3.) (1) Repent; (2) The King-
dom of Heaven is at hand. Meaning of Kingdom of Heaven we
shall see in next Lesson. But a kingdom at any rate must have
a king. Whom? So the whole of John’s sermon led up to pro-
claiming the King. How? (vv. 11, 12.) And the mighty prophet-
preacher, so stern and high in his tone to the great people of
earth, bows lowly and humble as he thinks about the coming
King, “the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose”
(Luke iii. 16). And show how humbly he compares his own gifts
and power of helping people with those of Christ (v. 11).

All this time Jesus was in the crowd, quietly awaiting His
turn, standing in His simple country dress by the river. Now
He comes down. Did He come confessing His sins, like the
rest? Why not? What did John say? Do you think John knew
Him to be the Christ? (John i. 33.) But he knew his cousin as
the truest, noblest heart on earth, in whom no man had ever
seen meanness, or selfishness, or any sin. So felt unworthy to
baptize Him. Now tell me of baptism, and the wonderful event,
the crowning of the King from Heaven? Did the crowd see it?
We don't know. Did John? (John i. 33.) Astonished, struck dumb
with reverence and awe, he saw his young carpenter cousin
claimed as God. Like as if, when Peter the Great was working
in an English dockyard in disguise, the Court of Russia should
suddenly appear and crown him amid his workmen-companions.
That is why I call this “the Crowning of the King,” as His great
life-work began. Began with a battle.

3. THE BATTLE AND VICTORY
Evening come. Crowd departed. John has retired to his cave
in awe and wonder. And Jesus departed, too, alone. Where?
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Away, away out into wild desert country. Could not rest. Great
thoughts and yearnings stirring in His soul. His whole life stirred
to its foundation by this wondrous scene. The Spirit of God
pressing powerfully on Him. He must be away, alone in com-
munion with His Father. Away, away through the starry night,
into the trackless desert, not thinking of danger, nor of the wild
beasts, nor of hunger, nor of anything, but the great, wonder-
ful thoughts that are filling His soul. And so rapt is He in His
great future, and His communion with God, and His delight in
the self-sacrifice for men, that He forgets even to eat—for how
long? People in great mental excitement often forget hunger
and pain for a time.

But when excitement over, there comes terrible reaction;
feels weak, and tired, and despondent. Very hard time to resist
temptation. This time, therefore, chosen by Satan for his most
powerful attacks. Why attack Christ? If he can make Him sin,
it will spoil His power. Whether Satan came as a great black
angel of evil, or whether visible at all, we don’t know. Do you
remember story of his first coming to man? (Genesis iii.) Did
he ever come to you? Visible? How? Perhaps like that to Jesus.
We don’t know. Perhaps St. Matthew did not know. Who must
have given account of the Temptation? Why? Because no one
else knew but He. And whether the tempter visible or not,
Christ says he was the devil. Think of this when you feel him
tempting you. A great, real, wicked devil. Don't say, “I feel bad
desires and thoughts,” but say, “I am tempted of the devil;” like
our Lord, and rise up and fight him bravely in the strength which
our Lord will give you.

Remember, too, Jesus had to fight him as a man. He had
“emptied Himself” There would have been no need to show that
as God He could triumph over Satan. But He had come down
to our level as our brother, and would take no advantage that
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we could not have. Like an armoured knight of old, fighting in
front of his peasant soldiers, but putting away his armour, and
shield, and horse, and fighting just as they, to inspirit them.

What was the first temptation? Could He do it? Was it a
sore temptation? What harm would it have been? Because He
was our brother, must fight like His brothers, and trust in God.
Never use for His own gain the Divine power. Would be like
the knight, when in danger, saving himself by putting on his
armour, which his poor brethren could not have. No, He would
trust in God; and into His mind at once flashed a verse, which
perhaps He had learned in the old rabbi’s village school. What
was it? “Man shall not,” etc. Good thing in temptation to know
one’s Bible. Then Satan, seeing His trust, very cunningly tries
to tempt Him that way.

Second temptation? Yes. “Trust God to keep you if you throw
yourself off temple” Why should not He? Because it is only in
the path of duty we may trust God. If anything be your duty, do
it, even at risk of life, and trust God. But not if go into needless
danger, doing your own will, to win admiration or recognition
from others. What text quoted.

Third temptation? I don't quite understand how this could
be a temptation. What did Jesus care about earthly glory, and
money, and power? Perhaps this was a stupid blunder of Satan.
He was very cunning and subtle; but low, degraded souls can-
not understand high and noble souls. Very cunning, tricky,
self-seeking man, who could “buy and sell” the wisest around
him, yet would be quite unable to understand an utterly noble,
unselfish man, full of enthusiasm for God and self-sacrifice. And
so would not know how to tempt such a one. Perhaps it was that.
Or perhaps he thought Jesus so anxious to get the kingdoms to
bless them, that He would be willing to “do evil that good might
come.” Would He? What was the third answer from Scripture?
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Then what happened? (v. 11.) Battle over, victory won. Did
it ever happen with you? Try to make it happen, and you will
learn that the devil is a bully and a coward. Like a bully at school,
squaring up to a small boy to frighten him; but if small boy
hits back, the bully runs away. So Satan (James iv. 7). It is a
great delight to drive him off, one feels so glad, and proud, and
thankful. Especially remember that the devil leaves us. He is not
omnipresent, any more than omnipotent. Some think he is, and
they lose heart in temptation, and say: “I may as well give in
now as later, for this strain of temptation will be always press-
ing on me.” It is not so. The time of your sharpest temptation
is “his hour and the power of darkness” Remember that. Fight
through it. And perhaps it will be days and days before a really
fierce temptation comes again. Try it next time, and you will see
how beautifully all our Lord’s fight was for your encouragement
and example. The devil will leave you, and in the comfort and
peace you will feel as if angels were come to minister unto you.



LESSON III

THE KINGDOM AND ITS LAWS

ST. MATTHEW IV. 12 TO END, AND V. TO V. 27.

I have written a very full Lesson. Teach what you can of it.
Don't waste a moment. Don’t preach. Keep up interest by lively
questioning. It is a most important Lesson, and worth a whole
week’s trouble to get in touch with it. Especially teach the idea
of the Kingdom. St. Matthew’s is especially “the Gospel of the
Kingdom.”

Indicate that iv. 12 is beginning of our Lord’s public ministry;
but before it occurred the events in John i. to iii. 24, for then
(iii. 24) “John was not yet cast into prison.” Therefore show from
those events that Jesus and some of the disciples called (Mat-
thew iv. 18) were already acquaintances.

1. Tue KingpDoM oF GoD

Tell me the titles of the last two Lessons? What were they
about? Who was the King? In order to be a king one must have
what? A kingdom. Now I want you to be clear about that kingdom,
the great ideal ever present to our Lord’s mind. What was John
the Baptist’s first text when preparing the way for our Lord?
(ch. iii. 2.) And what our Lord’s first text? (iv. 17.) So the very
first thing He taught was about a kingdom. Now, what was the
very last thing He taught? (Acts i. 3.) And if you look through
Concordance, you will find the expression “Kingdom of God,
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